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WINDOWS | DOORS | INSTALLATION | REPAIRS
Proudly Providing the
Complete Service

WE CAN SUPPLY, FIT,
REPLACE AND REPAIR

Contact us today
for your FREE
no obligation quote.

01268 527112
www.thewindowmanessex.net

BEFORE

AFTER
@thewindowmanessex

@thewindowmanessex

Your friend in the trade

We have over 50 years’ experience in the 
industry and have seen most types of 
windows and doors over the years and 

rarely find a problem we can’t solve.

From blown/misted units, draughty 
windows and broken locks, to a complete & 

full replacement of your windows or 
conservatory - reach out to us and it would 
be our privilege to pop round and see how 

we could help.

We have no overdraft to feed, run no 
accounts and pay up front for all our 

materials.

We have been proudly servicing the local 
community for over 30 years!

Don’t heat the street
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PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have 

advertised and supported the Galleywood Grapevine Magazine

To advertise please call 01843 523030

To view our T&C’s, please visit our website

For a FREE quotation call

01245 974717
www.danburyfencing.com

ON THE SEARCH FOR 
PURRFECT PET CARE?
LOOK NO FUR-THER! 
We Love Pets offer the best care for all your pets 
- big or small - furry or scaly, whilst you’re away or 
simply to offer a helping hand with your pet care!

Contact We Love Pets Chelmsford Today!
Tel: 07726 761194
Email: chelmsford@welovepets.email
Website: welovepets.care/branch/chelmsford

Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
Rubber-Guard Flat Roofs

Bi-folding Doors · Composite Doors

Established in 1986 with continuous unblemished 
trading - that’s a meaningful guarantee 

Local showroom at Unit 1 New Farm,

 

The Street, Stow Maries, Chelmsford CM3 6RS 

Est. 1986 I N S T A L L A T I O N S
SUPREME

(S.E.)
 Ltd

Call 0800 8494 249 
www.supreme-installations.co.uk 
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Letter from the ChairmanLetter from the Chairman

As I write this, the 
railings outside the 

Keene Hall are covered 
in poppies, hand-knitted 

by members of the Galleywood Women’s 
Institute, in preparation for Armistice Day on 
November 11th. I hope many of you were able 
to come to the annual Parish Council service 
outside the Keene Hall, led as usual by the 
Vicar of St Michael’s Church, the Reverend 
David Cattle.

During the summer, we held very enjoyable 
children’s ‘play in the park’ events over two 
days in Jubilee and Chelmer Parks, and 
story-telling with a picnic at Twitten Green. 
Two community litter-picking days in 
September were very well-attended – thank 
you to all the volunteers who collected a small 
mountain of rubbish! We will be organising the 
next litter-picking event in the Spring, once 
the weather has warmed up. Please come 
along if you can – just an hour or two helps 
make a big difference to our community. 

Looking forward, our senior citizens’ Christmas 
Lunch is on Friday December 13th in the Keene 
Hall. Carols on the Common, in conjunction 
with St Michael’s church, will take place at the 
Heritage Centre on Saturday December 21st 
at 4pm – no need to book, just come along to 
enjoy the singing and refreshments.

Finally, we have a new volunteer running the 
telephone-box book exchange at Pipers Tye. A 
big thank you to Chris, our outgoing volunteer, 
who has run the book exchange for a number 
of years. 

As usual, Councillor surgeries are on the 
last Saturday of each month (except August 
and December) from 10am – 12 noon in the 
Galleywood Library, so please come along to 
meet your Parish Councillors and to discuss 
local issues. Alternatively, you can contact 
the Parish Council office at any time by 
telephone (01245 358898/348756), email 
(clerk@galleywoodparishcouncil.gov.uk) 
or in person on Monday through Thursday 
mornings. You can contact the Clerk by phone 
or email as usual on Friday mornings.

Further information about the Parish Council 
including forthcoming Council and Committee 
meetings and events can be found on the 
Council’s website 
www.gallewoodparishcouncil.gov.uk or 
on Facebook www.facebook.com/Parish.
Council. 

On behalf of the Parish Council, may I wish you 
a Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

Stephanie Troop
Chairman, Galleywood Parish Council

Welcome to our Winter edition of the Grapevine 
magazine.

� Help strengthen local economy
� Create more quality jobs
� Reduce impact on climate change
� Keep the community unique

Why Shop Local? 
� Receive better service
� Encourage local prosperity
� Support local charities and 

community groups
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EMERGENCY
CALL OUT

24/7

O�ce: 01245 767 989
Mobile: 07533 284 748

essexprestigedoorsltd.co.uk  

Premier Roller Garage Doors 
Including Sectional Doors. 

 15 Year Colour Warranty
 7 Year Motor Warranty
 5 Year Control Panel Warranty

Essex Dementia Care is a charity set up in 2009 to 
support people with dementia and we do this through 

our specialised One2One ‘Memory Companion’ 
service and our friendly activity centres in Writtle, 

Springfield, Sandon and Broomfield in Chelmsford and 
Bradwell in Braintree.

The service and support we offer helps people with 
dementia continue to live active and fulfilling lives 

which can keep loved ones at home for longer and out 
of full time care. Our activity based approach both in 

our activity centres and One2One ‘Memory 
Companion’ service enables clients to maintain a 

sense of well-being and independence for as long as 
possible.  

We believe that ‘Life Doesn’t Stop’ with dementia 
so if you are experiencing dementia or have 

concerns about a loved one, why not contact us – 
we can help!

Call us on 01245 363789 to arrange a free ‘Taster 
Day’ at one of our activity centres or a free two hour 

‘Taster Session’ for our One2One service.  

Visit www.essexdementiacare.org.uk for more 
information and to download our leaflets.

OR A FREE 
TASTER 

DAY

ENQUIRE ABOUT
A FREE 

2 HOUR TASTER 
SESSION
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Contacts
Galleywood Parish Council
www.galleywoodparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.facebook.com/Parish.Council

Keene Hall, Watchouse Road
Galleywood CM2 8PT

The Clerk:
Kelly Wilde 	 01245 358898
clerk@galleywoodparishcouncil.gov.uk

Admin Assistant
Abbey Richardson	 01245 348756
Admin@galleywoodparishcouncil.gov.uk

Galleywood Parish Councillors
Chairman
Cllr Stephanie Troop	 01245 256008
Vice Chairman 
Cllr Janette Potter	 01245 352516 
Councillors
Cllr Gillian Bonnett 	 01245 258888 
Cllr Anthony McQuiggan	 01245 808225 
Cllr Neville Paul	 01245 474891
Cllr Chris Shreeve 	 07948 528971
Cllr John Turkentine 	 01245 475263 
Cllr Bill Woolward	 contact via Parish Council 

Chelmsford City Councillors
Cllr Janette Potter 01245 352516
janette.potter@chelmsford.gov.uk

Cllr Richard Hyland 01245 475734 
richard.hyland@chelmsford.gov.uk

Civic Centre
Duke Street, Chelmsford CM1 1JE
01245 606606

Essex County Councillor
Cllr Anthony McQuiggan
01245 808225
cllr.a.mcquiggan@essex.gov.uk

Member of Parliament for Maldon
John Whittingdale MP
19 High Street, Maldon, Essex, CM9 5PE
House of Commons, London SW1A OAA
020 7219 3557
john.whittingdale.mp@parliament.uk

St Michael & All Angels Church
Rev Cattle 01245 956953
vicar@stmichaelsgalleywood.org.uk
www.stmichaelsgalleywood.org.uk

Essex Police
Emergency 999
Non Emergency 0300 333 4444 or 101
www.essex.police.uk

Chelmsford Crime Prevention Team
chelmsfordcpt@essex.pnn.police.uk

Remember do not email your community policing 
team to report a crime as they are not monitored 
24 hours per day. In an emergency ring 999.

To report non-emergency incidents or to report a 
crime dial 101 or visit the “doitonline” page on the 
Essex Police Website

6 Galleywood Grapevine
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Toolkit Tutoring o�ers children in Years 3-5 
engaging sessions that are designed to 

challenge and prepare pupils for the 11+ exam, 
which include: maths, reading comprehension, 

verbal and non-verbal reasoning, guided 
reading and creative writing.

On every Saturday from 9.30am-12pm at 
Little Smarties Nursery, Unit 1, Five Tree Works, 

Bakers Ln, Chelmsford. CM2 8LD

Call us now for a free taster session on: 
07515 967661

Or email us: info@toolkittutoring.co.uk

Doors • 
Windows • 

Lantern Roofs • 
Conservatories • 

Bi-Folding Doors • 
Composite Doors • 

Unit 6, Montpeliers Farm, Margaretting Road, Writtle, Chelmsford CM1 3PJ

Tel: 01245 248066
Email: sales@tritecwindows.co.uk

Website: www.tritecwindows.co.uk

!"$

Tri-Tec 
Windows Ltd 
is an established 
company which aims to 
provide its clients with a 
professional service.

Every window we manufacture is
bespoke, it's tailored to meet your 
requirements exactly, so it is vital 
that we explain the 
choices available 
to you.

• Manufacturers And Installers
• Celebrating 22 Years’ Of Trading
• Friendly, Professional Sta�
• High Security Products
• 10 Year Guarantee

Alexander Technique
SANDRA WALLER

 

 

Investment
Invest in yourself and wellbeing by 

starting your journey in the 
Alexander Technique with me – a 
qualified teacher with 25 years of 

experience.

Lessons can be booked in blocks of 6 
weeks or single hour lessons. 

£50 PER LESSON 

Contact
Enquire now on:

01245 608268 / 07799232314
Visit the studio at:

Moulsham Mill, Parkway,
Chelmsford, CM2 7PX.

LESSONS BOOKED IN A BLOCK OF 6
RECEIVE THE 6TH LESSON FREE 
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Wow, what an incredible weekend of litter-picking! 
A big thank you to everyone who 
joined in to make Galleywood a 
cleaner place. We were fortunate to 
have sunny weather for the event, and 
all participants were provided with the 
necessary equipment and hi-viz vests. 
Saturday saw a great turnout, with 
residents of all ages coming together 
to help out. It was truly heartwarming 
to witness so many young faces taking 
part. In total, we managed to collect 
an amazing 22 bags of rubbish. A 
huge thank you to all the participants, 
and a special thanks to the library 
for providing tea and coffee for our 
hardworking volunteers. 

We look forward to seeing you all next 
time. Please keep an eye out for the 
date!

Community Litter 
Pick Weekend

8 Galleywood Grapevine
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CHRISTMAS TURKEY
Order now for Christmas
order before 15/12/2024

Tuesday – Friday 9am – 5pm
Saturday – 9am – 4pm | Sundays / Mondays closed

01245 917 536 • 07929 403 988
www.homesecuresolutions.co.uk
info@homesecuresolutions.co.uk

omesecure
solutionsLimited

Roller shutter garage doors
Electric operation by remote control

All made to measure, in a variety of colours
Repair service for damaged shutters

We will remove your old door

Price
s 

fro
m £895.00

Always Check Your Oil Tank For Any Signs Of Splitting or Damage
For full service information & free quotation please contact us on:

Does your Tank Need Servicing or Replacing?

Unit 1 Reeds Farm Estate, Roxwell Road, Writtle, Essex CM1 3ST
www.atpheatingservices.co.uk 
Tel: 01245 422355

The care you deserve
• Personal Care 
• Medication Support
• Meal Preparation 
• Community Support and Shopping

• Overnight Care
• Companionship 
• Domestic tasks
• Hourly Care

Brentwood - 01245 801401 
Chelmsford - 01277 282125

info@elsieshelpathome.com 
www.elsieshelpathome.com 

OFFICE 6, THE GENERALS, MAIN ROAD, BOREHAM, CM3 3HJ 
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Galleywood Parish Council once again supported Play in the Park 
this summer. 

Before The Galleywood Ladies Club there was The Galleywood 
Branch of the Townswomens Guild. 

Play in the Park is a series of free, two-hour 
multi-activity sessions run for children at 
community and parish venues, throughout the 
Easter and summer holidays.

Thank you very much for your help and 
support towards what was another record 
breaking Play in the Park. We were fortunate 
that the sun was shining, and we all had a 
wonderful time at the event. Thank you to 
those who joined us for this fantastic occasion. 
We hope you enjoyed it.

Unfortunately this branch of the guild closed 
in 1994 and it was at this time a group of the 
original members 0f the townswomen guild 
decided to set up another group for ladies 
calling themselves The Galleywood Ladies 
Club.

 They held their first meeting on the 19th April 
1994 and have just celebrated their 30th 
Anniversary on the 18th July, with a garden 
party. 

The members enjoyed an 
afternoon tea with strawberries 
and cream and lots of cake and 
prosseco. Even the sun shone 
all afternoon for them. 

Visitors are always welcome. Come along and 
join us. We meet at the Keene Hall on every 3rd 
Thursday of the month at 8pm. 

Our next meeting is on 16th january 2025.

Play in the park 

The Galleywood Ladies Club 
30th Anniversary Celebrations
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P

Tel: 07920 742556 
Email: baddowelectrical@gmail.com 

Please contact us for a competitive, no obligation quote. 

Services Include
Rewires & electrical installations, 
Electrical testing, Inspection & 
certification, Security lighting & 
alarms, CCTV installation, PAT 
testing, Fault finding, LED & 
garden lighting. 

Over
30 Years’

Experience 

BADDOWELECTRICALSERVICES

Licensed Waste Carrier • ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED

Call Now For A Free Estimate

t. 01245 382 947 m. 07968 675 304

ds landscaping & treecare
contractors

ALL SOFT & HARD LANDSCAPING
UNDERTAKEN

Driveways – Patios – Paths
Fencing – Turfing – Sleeper Beds

Brickwork – Gravel Areas

ALL TREE WORK UNDERTAKEN
Conifers Lowered, Shaped & Trimmed

Hedges & Shrubs Shaped & Tidied
All Garden Waste Removed

If your garden just needs a tidy up or a
full makeover please ring for a free quote

Fully Insured
No Call Out Charge 
All Work Guaranteed 
Complete Bathroom Installation Service

We Are a Local Plumbing & 
Heating Company

T: 01245 526078

E:  info@1stforplumbing.co.uk

24 Hour
Emergency Call Out

www.1stforplumbing.co.uk

M: 07788 585794
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This summer on 1st August, we were thrilled to have the very 
talented Mike Dodsworth return for a free event hosted by the 
Parish Council. 
Mike is a skilled storyteller with over 17 years 
of experience performing throughout the 
UK and internationally. Centered at Twitten 
Green, he shared his unique and captivating 
storytelling with the children, who were 
mesmerised by his ability to bring stories to 
life. We were fortunate to have sunny weather, 
and everyone had a fantastic time. Thank you 
to all who joined us for this wonderful event.

Storytelling Event

12
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Seventh generation family members

www.tpennackandsons.com
Email: office@tpennackandsons.com

Tel: 01245 426 163 | Email: info@ahead4.com
117 Hullbridge Road, South Woodham Ferrers, CM3 5LL

www.ahead4.com

Mon-Fri: 09:00 - 17:30
Tue: 09:00 - 19:30
Sat: 11:00 - 15:00

           Sun: Closed      

YOUR local 
computer shop

Fencing
Decking
Patios
Tur�ng
Brick & Concrete Works
Pressure Cleaning
Landscaping
Cladding

ADM
Gardening

01245 476993
07990 650295

admgardening@talktalk.net

ROOFING

rooferschelmsfordmsc.co.uk

07553018338
mscroofinginfo@gmail.com

New Builds &
Listed Building
Re-Roofs

Re-Roofing 
& Repairs

Specialist
Lead Work

EXPERTS

UPVC Fasica
& Soffits 

www.hamptonssl.co.uk
Tydemans off Beehive Lane Chelmsford Essex CM2 9FH
01245 269422 | info@hamptonssl.co.uk

The Venue with a host of activities  

*Weddings* & *Birthdays* (Alcohol free premises)

*Weddings* and *Birthdays*

www.hamptonssl.co.uk

Tydemans o� Beehive Lane
Chelmsford Essex CM2 9FH

01245 269422 | info@hamptonssl.co.uk

Squash, Tennis, Exercise, Gym, Badminton, Line 
Dancing, Martial Arts & many more…
Conference rooms available for  hire.
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Do you need any jobs doing 
around your home? 

I am able to do the jobs you 
hate or can‛t do. 

Decorating, including; Painting, Hanging 
Wallpaper, Exterior Decorating, Tiling, 

Laying Wooden Floor, 
Kitchen/Bathroom Refurbishment or 

just a bit of maintenance

Please call Alex on: 
07787 044826 | 01245 353219

01371 878020
www.ajmservices.co.uk 

I CAN HELP

The Stables Nursery
Full day care for children aged 3 months - 5 years. Lovely country

setting in Galleywood, Chelmsford, convenient to A12 bypass
plus Ingatestone and Chelmsford station. Free pre-school places.

01245 348159 www.stablesnurserychelmsford.co.uk 

LKG Daughters
Plumbing & Heating Ltd

All your plumbing and 
heating problems. Resolved.

24hr Emergency Callout Service 

  
Call 01245 478111 
07710 358347 

 Visit lkgdaughters.co.uk

West Hanningfield Road, Great Baddow, 
Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 7SY
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I’ve done quite a bit of travelling recently. 
A member of my close family 

needed emergency heart surgery 
in Liverpool, so I have travelled up there a 
couple of times to be with my family. I went by 
train, which I think is a great way to travel – I 
love the feeling of freedom at railway stations, 
I love seeing the countryside speed past the 
window, and I get to read a book or do some 
work on my laptop if need to.

Train journeys can sometimes be difficult, 
though. It’s frustrating when trains are late, 
or are randomly cancelled at the last minute. 
On one of my journeys to Liverpool, I sat on a 
train that was ready to depart, and then the 
Train Manager announced that the train wasn’t 
going anywhere because of an electrical 
fault – all the toilet doors were shut and they 
couldn’t get them open! So, we all had to get 
off the train, walk around Euston station to 
another platform, and get on another train. 
And the worse part of train travel, for me, is 
when you need to endure the dreaded bus 
replacement service! I was outside Lime Street 
Station in Liverpool, recently, and there were 
too many people, too few busses, and too 
little organisation. It was chaos. In the end, I 
had to get a bus to a place that was not on my 
original plan, but at least I could get a train 
home from there.

The Christmas story involves lots of travelling, 
and not all of it nice and easy. Joseph and his 
young pregnant fiancé Mary had to travel 
from Nazareth in the north of the country to 
Bethlehem in the south. According to Google 
Maps, it is a journey of 146 km, and takes 
about 34 hours if you are walking. Let’s hope 
they really did have a little donkey to carry 
Mary safely on the way!

The shepherds travelled from the fields around 
Bethlehem into the town to see the new-born 
Messiah, Jesus. The appearance of angels in the 
field must have terrified them, and then they 
left their sheep (their livelihood) behind. And 
the wise men came from far in the East, making 
a difficult and long journey, and stopping at 
the palace of the murderous King Herod on the 
way (and having to sneak past him on their way 
home, in fear for their own lives). 

But the most important travelling that 
happens in the Christmas story is the travelling 
that God does. He becomes human, in the 
Person of Jesus Christ, and so he joins us 
on the journey of life, with all of its ups and 
downs. Christmas is all about God coming into 
our world and into our lives, in order to care for 
us and save us and change the world. 

A message from your Vicar, 
Rev’d David Cattle

16 Galleywood Grapevine
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Christmas means that God is always with us, 
because of his great love for us which goes on 
into eternity.

I hope you all have a great Christmas, and that 
you may know the presence of God travelling 
the journey of life with you.

God bless you,
David.
vicar@stmichaelsgalleywood.org.uk 

St Michael’s Church service takes place at 
10am every Sunday, and includes our weekly 
Sonlight group for primary-aged children 
and Mega group for secondary-aged young 
people. The service is also live-streamed on 
our Facebook page. See our website for more 
details: www.stmichaelsgalleywood.org.uk 
(See elsewhere in this magazine for a list of our 
Christmas services and events.)

CHRISTMAS SERVICES AND EVENTS AT ST 
MICHAEL’S CHURCH

Saturday 30th November 
9am-4pm: Christmas Tree Festival.

Sunday 15th December
10am: Our own Nativity, featuring our 

children and young people.
4pm: Carol Service (a traditional 9 lessons 

and carols).

Saturday 21st December, 4pm 
Carols on the Common (informal carol 

singing around the Christmas tree in the 
Heritage Centre garden).

Tuesday 24th December, 4pm 
Christingle.

11.15pm: Midnight Communion service.

Wednesday 25th December 
10am: Christmas Day Family Communion.

We are a family run business with over 25 years of vast knowledge and experience in 
the roo�ng industry. We pride ourselves on the quality of our roo�ng services and 
work closely with our customers to ensure complete satisfaction and peace of mind.

SERVING CHELMSFORD AND ALL OF ESSEX 

• NEW ROOFS
• FLAT ROOFS
• ROOF REPAIRS
• GUTTERING
• CHIMNEYS & LEADWORK
• MOSS REMOVAL

Essex: 01245 898422  |  Onsite: 07719 146043  |  unityroo�ngltd@gmail.com 
GET A QUOTE!

5 STAR RATED!
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Excited children singing round the Christmas 
tree so tall

Their sweet voices ringing out as snow begins 
to fall

Fairy lights are twinkling colours oh so bright
Father Christmas will have called before the 

end of night
Snow is falling quickly now covering 

everything around
Darkness is descending frost sparkles on the 

ground
Most head off towards the church shivering in 

the cold
A warm welcome waits inside the Christmas 

story will be told
We have heard it all so many times yet love to 

hear the story
How baby Jesus came to us humbly without 

glory
A little child to change the world and cure 

man of his greed
To comfort us and pray for us in our hour of 

need
The bells are ringing loudly as we homeward 

go
Though the air is frosty cold our faces are 

aglow
So as we make our way back home again 

trudging through the snow
Our thoughts go back once again to that 

Christmas long ago

CHRISTMAS EVE
by Marilyn Byford

18

MAINTENANCE

Call Keith today
for a free quote:
� 07961 342 087
� kgdmaintenance@yahoo.com

• Fit Kitchens
• Flooring
• Tiling
• Interior Decorating
• Exterior Decorating
• UPVC Windows
• Doors

General maintenance and repairs

Fully 

insured
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Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.

Save Money With Cloudy2Clear. 
Your Local Glazing Experts!
As the foremost domestic 
glass replacement company 
in the UK for more than 18 
years, Cloudy2Clear Windows 
are the leading name in the 
industry. There is now no 
need for you to risk your 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down 
the street. You can join over 
340,000 happy customers and 
replace your glass ethically 
and affordably. If you have 
a failed glass unit it may 
not provide you with the 
protection you need, or be 
as energy-efficient as it once 
was. Why not take a minute 
to check your home to see 
if any double glazing has 
failed? Taking action now 
can prevent future financial 
problems.

When talking to the Manager 
of Cloudy2Clear Chris Miller 
it became evident that the 
value of saving their customers 

money has been held dear for 
a number of years. In addition 
since starting the business 
in 2005, Cloudy2Clear have 
committed to supporting the 
local community by providing 
a service that saves the public 
both time and money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window 
once the unit has failed. Chris 
commented “By doing this we 
make the customer considerable 
savings and there is much less 
upheaval in the family home. 
Also, whether communities find 
themselves in a financial crisis 
or not, saving money when you 
don’t need to waste it is always 
the sensible option, and our 
service does just that”.

For a free quotation please 
call 0800 61 21 118 or visit 
www.cloudy2clearwindows.co.uk

www.cloudy2clearwindows.co.uk 
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While the new development now known as Beaulieu Park in the 
north of Chelmsford was under way, Chelmsford Borough (as it 
was then) Councillors were asked to put forward names of Soldiers 
who died in World War 1 who had lived in their ward, as possible 
street names.

Some months earlier Galleywood had at last 
been able to erect a War Memorial at the front 
of Keene Hall – organised by Ted Hawkins 
and Wendy Cummin and funded by public 
subscriptions – to recognise those who died in 
both World Wars and other conflicts. 

I went to the Galleywood War Memorial and 
wrote down the names of the men who died 
in World War 1 and sent the list off to the 
Borough Council. Later, I was very pleased 
to be informed that all the names I had put 
forward had been accepted

Fast forward to this summer and my grandson 
and his partner contacted me to advise me 
of the address of the property they had 
purchased in Beaulieu Park, and lo and behold 
it was a property in Frank Brazier Road. At 
the same time the nursing sister in charge of 
the Special Care Baby Unit at St. John’s who 
looked after my daughter when she was born 
in November 1983, and with whom I still keep 
in contact, moved to Galleywood and where to 
...Braziers Close.

Quite a coincidence. 

By Councillor Janette Potter

Street Names

CHOOSE
WHAT YOU WANT, WHERE YOU WANT, AND WHEN YOU WANT IT!

Book your advertising now 
www.communityad.co.uk/product/magazine-advertising
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0800 028 4808

Funeral Directors

www.coopfuneraldirectors.coop
Part of Chelmsford Star Co-operative Society Limited

Independent & Local Co-operative
Award Winning Customer Service
FREE Aftercare & Support Groups
FREE Online Memorials & Tributes

FREE Online Quote Builder
Pre-paid Funeral Plans available

01245 292100 
fennwright.co.uk

If you’re considering 
moving or would like 
some advice, pop in and 
see us on Duke Street and 
find out why clients 
regularly give us five star 
reviews.

Residential Sales     Lettings     
Commercial     Property Surveyors
Farms & Estates     Water & Leisure

COMPLETE IT SUPPORT
HOME USERS & BUSINESS

PC Upgrades & Repairs | Email 
Data Recovery | Wireless Networking

Data Cabling & Networks
Broadband Problems | Internet Services

Virus & Malware Removal | Health Checks
Remote Support Now Available

New PC Installation Service
Based in Galleywood since 2001

Computer Problems

For fast affordable help

01245 672624
www.tec2.co.uk

Quick, must 

phone tec2!
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The group provide high quality care and 
education for children between the ages 

of 2 years and 5 years.

 

We offer children and their parents a service
that promotes equality and values diversity

within a caring, safe and stimulating environment. 

 

 

You can find us at the Scout Hut
situated in the grounds of Jubilee Park,

Watchouse Road, Galleywood. 

 

JUBILEE FRIENDS PRE-SCHOOL

 

To receive a copy of our prospectus or to
arrange a visit please contact Lindsay.

New Government funded sessions available
Subject to meeting the necessary criteria

NO TOP UP FEES TO PAY

07761 632793

paulainsworth24@hotmail.com
paulainsworth-electrical.co.uk

07930 582028 
CALL PAUL

 NEW TYRES
PART WORN TYRES

NEW TYRES

TRACKING

CAR TYRES

CROSSOVER TYRES

4x4 TYRES

VAN TYRES

Unit 4 Navigation Road, Chelmsford CM2 6HE
Call: 01245 252 626

143 London Rd, Stanford Rivers, Ongar CM5 9PP
Call: 01277 365 420

PUNCTURE AND DAMAGE
TYRES REPAIR SPECIALIST

Visit us on Facebook

Check our website for details of
our LIFETIME GUARANTEE on 
part-worn tyres:
www.tyresaversukltd.co.uk
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Galleywood Historical Society forthcoming talks:

Forthcoming talk:
Wednesday 12th March 
2025 at 8pm
Galleywood’s Boundary 
Stones
A talk by John Turkentine
At the Keene Hall, 
Watchouse Road, 
Galleywood CM2 8PT
Free to members, guests 
welcome at £3 per person

Just Published!
Glimpses of Galleywood just £6.50 per copy.

To purchase:
Send a cheque for £6.50 
made payable to Galleywood 
Historical Society, and 
enclosing your name and 
address, to:
Pat Stuart, 76 Well Lane, 
Galleywood, Chelmsford CM2 
8QZ

Galleywood Historical Society
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We all know we need to do our part for planet 
Earth, the only home we have. As the festive 
season picks up speed and we start to make 
more purchases, now’s the time to think about 
how to make Christmas more eco-friendly. 

An obvious start would be to choose 
recyclable and eco-friendly wrapping paper. 
You can make your own with some recycled 
brown paper and some organic ink pads or 
paints. Reusable fabrics are also a great choice, 
tied with twine or knotted together to seal the 
surprise away.

When purchasing presents, it’s always worth 
considering how useful the item is – a 
gag gift is great, but the UK Gift Card and 
Voucher Association says that roughly 23 
million presents are thrown away each year. 
If someone is hard to buy for, a gift card for 
one of their favourite shops is a great idea or 
booking them a trip, getting concert tickets or 
a spa day would go down well too! 

If you’re set on buying a physical item, 
think about where you shop. The WWF has 
a fantastic range of pretty and practical 
gifts, sourced ethically and helping to fund 
a fantastic charitable organisation. Know 
a coffee fiend who goes through multiple 
takeaway cups a week? Get them a sustainable 
thermos cup, or if you really want to splurge 

you can get quality coffee grounds and 
equipment to make a drink at home. Not 
only will this save them money in the long 
run, especially helpful after the holidays, they 
might just learn a thing or two about their 
favourite drink! 

Supporting charities in honour of someone 
else is another sweet way to show you care 
without buying unnecessary products. You 
can adopt/sponsor an animal in need, donate 
on their behalf to a charity close to their heart, 
even plant a tree in their name. 

In the season of indulgence, handmade treats 
also go a long way. From making your own 
jams and chutneys (with fruit and veg from 
local farm shops) to baking a really intricate 
dessert for Christmas lunch, that extra special 
ingredient of love will surely put a smile on 
their face. Too cheesy? Maybe they’d prefer 
a handmade tree decoration, an ethically 
sourced pamper hamper for a quiet night in, 
or some second-hand books to add to their 
To Be Read list for 2025.

This Christmas let’s add a little care for 
the planet to our shopping lists. Even one 
eco-friendly swap is a great step in the right 
direction.

by Nicola Jacobs 

Christmas is a time of wonder and warmth, 
and sometimes excessive waste.

Presents for the Planet 
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At De Vere Care Partnership we will provide you with a wide selection of
private care services that are specifically tailored to meet your needs.

Tel: 03338 881 310
essex@dvcgroup.co.uk 
Suite 1 Unit 8 Kingsdale Business Centre, Regina Road, Chelmsford CM1 1PE

Our services:
Adult Care Services / Live-in Adult Care in your area

Reablement Care Services | Dementia Home Care Services
Sitting Service | Shopping Services | Support in Community Access

We are dedicated to giving you a friendly, professional and
reliable service for you or your loved ones.

Office Hours/Times:
Monday – Friday:
9:00am – 5:00pm



c l a s s i f i e d

07779249709
info@mjkroofing.co.uk

John Nicholson

07597 851000

Carpenter
Painting & Decorating
Handyman
Flat Pack Assembly
Doors Hung
And More...
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Advertise in our 
c l a s s i f i e d section for 

£54+VAT for 3 months. 
Please call 

01843 523030 

Baddow & Galleywood u3a Winter/
Spring programme 2025 

We have a variety of talks lined up, kicking off 
with ‘Staying Safe Online’ in January. We have 
some exciting speakers booked for the Spring. 
In addition, we offer a wide variety of groups 
supporting a range of interests.

These take place at various times each month. 
Venues range from members homes, online 
groups or hired rooms and halls. There’s lots to 
choose from and something for everyone: 

Art appreciation, Books, Bridge, Canasta, 
Discussion group, Early popular music, French 

conversation, 
Gardening, German 
conversation, 
IT & computers, 
Italian language 

and culture, Local history, Mah Jong, 
Music performing, Painting & sketching, 
Photography, Pickleball, Puzzles and quizzes, 
Rambling, Spanish conversation, Strollers, 
Table tennis, Transport, Walking, Weekenders 

Full details of all our talks and the various 
interest groups can be found on our website 
https://u3asites.org.uk/baddow/events.

Why not join us and get involved? If 
you are interested please e-mail our 
Membership Secretary, Tony Nelson 
bandgmembership24@btinternet.com to 
find out more. New members are always very 
welcome... hope to see you there and chat 
over a cuppa!

We meet from 2pm-4pm on the third Weds each month at Great 
Baddow Millennium Community Centre CM2 9RL.
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Club contact details
1st Galleywood Scout Group
Sue Raybould - 1st Galleywood Group Scout 
Leader - susan.raybould@blueyonder.co.uk_______________________________________
Baddow and Galleywood u3a
Sue Nelson
bandgu3achairsuenelson@btinternet.com_______________________________________ 
Chelmsford Guitar Orchestra
Roger Montgomery | 07773 155981
rogermontgomery@hotmail.co.uk_______________________________________
Essex Family History (ESFH)
Meryl Rawlings | 01245 225200
meryl.rawlings@btinternet.com_______________________________________ 
Friendship+ for Parents, Carers & Children 0-5
www.stmichaelsgalleywood.org.uk/
ouractivities/friendship_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Art and Craft Club
Beth Schluter | 07788 103233
schluterbeth@hotmail.com_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Chaplin Close Allotment
David Norman, Chairman
thegcgs@outlook.com_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Common Association
Patricia Stuart | 01245 268218
Pat.malcolm64@gmail.com_______________________________________ 
Galleywoofers Dog Training 
Tony Cruse | 07976 807690
tcdogtraining@me.com_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Glebeland Allotment Tenant 
Association - Ian Jarratt
07969 054904 | ijarratt@Hotmail.co.uk_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Historical Society
Gillian Parker | 01245 466353
parkwisp@gmail.com_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Horticultural Society
Philip Walters | 01245 473191
sarah-phil@virginmedia.com_______________________________________
Galleywood Youth Football Club
Alan Smith, Chairman | 07899 797692 
chairman@galleywoodyouthfc.com
Galleywood Ladies Club
Cynthia Walker | 01245 474781
Cjwalker2010@googlemail.com

Galleywood Cottage Garden
thegalleywoodcgs@gmail.com_______________________________________
Galleywood Neighbourhood Watch
Richard Hyland | 07795 540153_______________________________________
Galleywood Cricket Club
John Gray | 07847 336237 | jgraygccc@sky.com
www.galleywoodcricket.club_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Short Mat Bowls Club
Robert Watts | 07544 829425 
trebora310@gmail.com _______________________________________ 
Galleywood & District Social Club
The Street | 01245 287260_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Walkabout
Åsa Pamphilon | 07534 414518
asaros@hotmail.co.uk_______________________________________ 
Galleywood WI
Wendy Johnson | 01245 476032
wendyjohnson9@aol.com_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Youth club
Becky Whitaker | 01245 355677 / 07850253708
becky.whitaker@ymcaessex.org.uk_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Theatre Group
Paul Hambleton | 07941 258214
pahambleton@virginmedia.com_______________________________________ 
Inland Waterways Association
Rebecca Loader | 01621 332619
rebecca.loader57@gmail.com_______________________________________ 
IYC (Ian’s Yoga Class)
Ian Jordan | 01245 492640
yogateacher@yogainchelmsford.co.uk_______________________________________ 
Point to Point Patchwork & Quilting
Margaret Shears | 01245 260312
marg.shears@blueyonder.co.uk_______________________________________ 
Sing and Sign
Martine Brockman | 07739 832059
martinebrockman@singandsign.co.uk _______________________________________ 
St Michaels Bellringers
Chris Moles | 01245 268157
christinemoles@hotmail.com
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Club contact details
Trudi Osborne dance
Trudi Osborne | 07788 712751
trudimorgan@btopenworld.com_______________________________________  
The Environmental Group - Åsa Pamphilon 
07534 414518 | asaros@hotmail.co.uk_______________________________________ 
Businesses_______________________________________ 
Co-operative Food (Cash Point)
83 Barnard Road | 01245 474591
www.chelmsfordstar.coop/food_______________________________________ 
Farleigh Hospice Charity Shop
49 Watchouse Road | 01245 359739_______________________________________
Chelmsford Star Co-operative Funeral Service
348 Baddow Road | 01245 268993
www.chelmsford.coop/funerals_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Motor Spares
Watchouse Road | 01245 475406_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Pharmacy
Watchouse Road | 01245 258583_______________________________________ 
Kim and Company Hairdressers
Watchouse Road | 01245 353566_______________________________________ 
Chelmsford Laundry Co
Watchouse Road | 01245 357710_______________________________________ 
Lounge India Restaurant
Watchouse Road | 01245 357075_______________________________________ 
Morrisons
Watchouse Road | 01245 697889_______________________________________ 
Milbury Meats
Watchouse Road | 01245 353435
www.milburymeats.co.uk_______________________________________ 
Mr Fish
Watchouse Road | 01245 250557_______________________________________ 
Mila Restaurant
Watchouse Road | 01245 350085_______________________________________ 
The Post Office
Watchouse Road | 01245 353139

Community Venues for Hire_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Heritage Centre
01245 357700
mail@galleywoodheritagecentre.org.uk_______________________________________ 
Keene Hall
Mrs Susan Royce | 01245 268961
administrator@keenehall.com_______________________________________ 
Church_______________________________________ 
St Michael & All Angels
Rev Cattle | 01245 956953
vicar@stmichaelsgalleywood.org.uk_______________________________________ 
Other Services_______________________________________ 
Area Highways Office
0845 6037631 | www.essex.gov.uk_______________________________________ 
Chelmsford City Council
Switchboard | 012454 606606
www.chelmsford.gov.uk_______________________________________ 
Chelmers Housing Partnership
03005 550500 | enquiries@chp.org.uk_______________________________________ 
Clarendon Veterinary Centre
01245 267954 | www.clarendonenquine.co.uk_______________________________________ 
Environmental Services
01245 606800 | www.chelmsford.gov.uk_______________________________________ 
Essex Countryside Traveller Unit
03457 430430_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Library - Watchouse Road
0345 6037628
galleywood.library@essex.gov.uk_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Voluntary Community Care
Transport officer | 07840 232746
Secretary Christopher Kersley | 07375 108941_______________________________________ 
Recycling
01245 615800_______________________________________ 
The Guinness Trust Housing
030 3123 1890 | www.guinnesspartnership.com
Mel Williamson 
Melanie.williamson@essex.gov.uk
Leigh Jones - Leigh.jones@chp.org.uk 
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Club contact details
Recycling
01245 615837
www.chelmsford.gov.uk/recycling_______________________________________ 
Village Agent
Felicity Chapman | 07305 707742
www.communityagentsessex.org.uk_______________________________________ 
Schools_______________________________________ 
Galleywood Infant School
Mrs Sarah Manning | 01245 472686
admin@galleywood.essex.sch.uk_______________________________________ 
St Michaels C of E (VA) Junior School
Mrs Rowen Prigg | 01245 472682
admin@st-michaels-jun.essex.sch.uk_______________________________________ 
Great Baddow High School
Mr Paul Farmer | 01245 265821
admin@gbhs.co.uk_______________________________________ 
Thriftwood School
Mrs Georgina Pryke | 01245 266880
admin@thriftwoodschool.com_______________________________________ 
Jubilee Friends Pre-school
Lindsay | 01245 474157_______________________________________ 
The Stables Nursey
Susan Mann | 01245 348159
www.thestablesnursery.co.uk_______________________________________ 
Public Houses_______________________________________ 
The Great Baddow Barn
Galleywood Road | 01245 473738
www.thegreatbaddowbarn.com_______________________________________ 
The Horse and Groom
The Common | 01245 261653
www.grayandsons.co.uk_______________________________________ 
The Running Mare
Ego at The Running Mare
Running Mare Lane, Chelmsford CM2 8PN
Tel 01245 260829
chelmsford@egorestaurants.co.uk______________________________________
_ The White Bear
Watchouse Road | 01245 353034

Data Protection Act

Under the Data Protection Act 2018, the 
Parish Council now needs consent to be able 
publish personal information. This relates to 
the contact names, telephone numbers and 
email addresses for all Clubs and Organisations 
previously published in the Grapevine.

All Clubs and Organisations were contacted 
and provided with a Consent Form for 
completion and only the ones that we have 
had returned can now be published.
So, if you see your Club or Organisation 
missing from the directory this is the reason. 

If you would like to resume your listing please 
contact the Clerk for a Consent Form:
01245 358898 or email:
clerk@galleywoodparishcouncil.org.uk 
or pop into the Parish Office, first floor at the 
Keene Hall, Watchouse Road.
_______________________________________ 
 

Claim your ���� online business 
listing on the CommunityAd 
business directory today!

Simply sign up here: 
www.communityad.co.uk/add-your-business

Get your business listed 
and help direct more 
locals to your business.
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We need plants - and they need us.
Plants are amazing things. They take water 
and nutrients from the ground and pump 
it up into the green leaves Here the leaves 
take carbon dioxide from the air and by a 
process known as photosynthesis they use 
sunlight to make sugars. These sugars and 
other chemicals that are sucked up from the 
ground combine to make food for the growth 
of the tree. While they are doing this, as a sort 
of exhaust, they pump out oxygen into the 
air. Trees also provide cooling through the 
provision of shade and Evapotranspiration 
when they release water as a fine mist through 
their leaves which is particularly effective on a 
hot dry day.

This natural mechanism is lucky for us and 
all other animals because we can’t survive 
without oxygen. We are also busy breathing 
out carbon dioxide so we need plants and they 
need us. We need lots of plants to survive. The 
bigger the plants are, like shrubs and trees, the 
better it is for us.

The Teg Environmental Group was founded 
in 1986 with the aim of improving the green 
environment of Galleywood and Great 
Baddow. The group undertakes practical 
conservation work at various sites across the 
two villages and works with Essex County 
Council on the maintenance of the Rights 
of Way. Meetings are held every Wednesday 
morning and once a month on Sunday 
afternoons.

For details of 
Wednesday projects 
and any problems you 
come across contact 
David Yelf-Gustar on 
01245 471075 and 
for Sunday projects 
contact John Emery 
on 01245 475648.

Teg – The Enviroment Group
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Galleywood Short Mat Bowls Club held an Open Day at Keene Hall 
on Saturday 26th October from 10am until 2pm.
This was primarily to encourage Galleywood 
residents to come along and ‘have a go’.

We had two mats out. For those who don’t 
know Short Mat Bowls its a 45-foot-long 
mat, at one end a small rubber mat is placed, 
the bowler then stands on that mat. In the 
centre is either a block or a spinner, the object 
of the game is to go around the spinner/
block and place your bowl onto the Jack at 
the other end of the mat. Once that end is 
finished the bowlers go to the other end then 
it all begins again. We play 5 ends in a roll up 
(practice session) or 15 ends plus in a proper 
match. There is obviously a lot more to it than 
explained but that’s the fundamentals of the 
game. It’s amazing the number of steps people 
do in an evening/afternoon session, so this 
helps with fitness and agility. 

We served tea/coffee and biscuits to the 
residents that attended. The turn out was 
fantastic, we had people of all ages turn up. 

We have two venues, Monday nights at the 
Infant school, Barnard Road from 7 til 9 and 
Wednesday afternoons at Keene Hall from 2 til 
4. The main factor is that the Short Mat Bowls 
is played indoors, therefore is an all-year-round 
activity. 

Galleywood Short Mat Bowls Club

Galleywood Grapevine34
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On the 2nd of November we are celebrating 
the 35th Anniversary of the club by holding 
an afternoon tea for members and our 
annual Christmas Dinner in December. We 
also do friendly matches with other clubs 
along with our league matches and in-house 
competitions. We do this to try to keep things 
interesting for club members.

Our members ages range from 15 to 90’s, so it 
really is an activity for all ages and levels. We 
have club Woods (these were on show) so that 
new members don’t have to purchase any until 
they are fully comfortable in knowing what 
suits them 

Galleywood Parish Council 
supports the club by providing 
a grant annually, which is a 
lifeline to the club for ensuring 

that the equipment is kept 
updated.

If you couldn’t make the Galleywood Short 
Mat Bowls Open Day Event but would like 
more information about the club then please 
contact - Robert (07544 829425) or Eve 
(07709 891206) and they will answer all your 
questions.
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As the chilly winter winds roll in, there’s nothing better than a 
warm, hearty meal to enjoy with family. 
In this edition, we’re bringing you four 
comforting recipes that celebrate the best of 
seasonal flavours. Whether you’re craving a 
rich stew, a savoury bake, or a sweet treat to 
enjoy by the fire, these dishes are designed to 
bring warmth and satisfaction to your winter 
evenings.

HEARTY BEEF AND ROOT VEGETABLE STEW

Ingredients:
•	 500g diced beef
•	 2 tablespoons olive oil
•	 1 onion, chopped
•	 2 carrots, sliced
•	 2 parsnips, diced
•	 2 potatoes, cubed
•	 2 cloves garlic, minced
•	 500ml beef stock
•	 1 tablespoon tomato puree
•	 1 teaspoon dried thyme
•	 Salt and pepper, to taste
•	 Fresh parsley, to garnish

Instructions:
1.		Heat the olive oil in a large pot over medium 

heat. Brown the diced beef on all sides, then 
remove and set aside.

2.		In the same pot, add the chopped onion and 
garlic, cooking until softened.

3.		Add the carrots, parsnips, and potatoes, 
cooking for a further 5 minutes.

4.		Stir in the tomato puree and dried thyme. 
Pour in the beef stock and return the 
browned beef to the pot.

5.		Bring the stew to a simmer, cover, and cook 
on low heat for 1.5 to 2 hours, until the beef 
is tender and the vegetables are soft.

6.		Season with salt and pepper, garnish with 
fresh parsley, and serve hot with crusty 
bread.

 CHEESY LEEK AND POTATO BAKE

Ingredients:
•	 4 large potatoes, thinly sliced
•	 2 leeks, thinly sliced
•	 200ml double cream
•	 100ml milk
•	 150g grated cheddar cheese
•	 2 cloves garlic, minced
•	 1 tablespoon butter
•	 Salt and pepper, to taste
•	 Fresh chives, chopped, to garnish

Instructions:
1.		Preheat the oven to 180°C (160°C fan).
2.		In a frying pan, melt the butter and sauté the 

sliced leeks and garlic until soft. Set aside.
3.		Grease a baking dish and arrange half of 

the sliced potatoes in an even layer at the 
bottom.

4.		Spoon half of the leek mixture over the 
potatoes, then sprinkle with a third of the 
grated cheese.

5.		Repeat with the remaining potatoes, leeks, 
and another third of the cheese.

6.		Pour the cream and milk evenly over the top, 
season with salt and pepper, and finish with 
the remaining cheese.

7.		Cover the dish with foil and bake for 40 
minutes. Remove the foil and bake for an 
additional 20 minutes, until golden and 
bubbling.

8.		Garnish with fresh chives and serve.

Cosy Dishes to Delight the Family

36 Galleywood Grapevine
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ROASTED BUTTERNUT SQUASH AND SAGE 
RISOTTO

Ingredients:
•	 300g arborio rice
•	 1 medium butternut squash, peeled and 

cubed
•	 1 onion, finely chopped
•	 2 cloves garlic, minced
•	 1.2L vegetable stock
•	 50g butter
•	 50g Parmesan cheese, grated
•	 1 tablespoon olive oil
•	 6 fresh sage leaves
•	 Salt and pepper, to taste

Instructions:
1.		Preheat the oven to 200°C (180°C fan). Toss 

the butternut squash cubes in olive oil, 
season with salt and pepper, and roast for 
25-30 minutes until tender.

2.		In a large pan, melt half the butter over 
medium heat and sauté the onion and garlic 
until softened.

3.		Stir in the arborio rice and cook for 2 
minutes until the grains are coated.

4.		Gradually add the vegetable stock, one ladle 
at a time, stirring constantly and allowing 
the liquid to absorb before adding more. 
Continue for about 18-20 minutes until the 
rice is cooked.

5.		Stir in the roasted butternut squash, 
remaining butter, and grated Parmesan. 
Season with salt and pepper to taste.

6.		Fry the sage leaves in a little olive oil until 
crispy and use to garnish the risotto before 
serving.

 SPICED APPLE CRUMBLE

Ingredients:
•	 4 large cooking apples, peeled, cored, and 

sliced
•	 100g caster sugar
•	 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
•	 ½ teaspoon ground nutmeg
•	 150g plain flour
•	 100g cold unsalted butter, cubed
•	 75g brown sugar
•	 50g rolled oats
•	 Vanilla ice cream or custard, to serve

Instructions:
1.		Preheat the oven to 180°C (160°C fan).
2.		In a large bowl, toss the sliced apples with 

the caster sugar, ground cinnamon, and 
nutmeg. Transfer to a baking dish.

3.		In another bowl, rub the cubed butter into 
the plain flour until the mixture resembles 
breadcrumbs. Stir in the brown sugar and 
rolled oats.

4.		Sprinkle the crumble topping evenly over 
the apples.

5.		Bake for 35-40 minutes, until the topping is 
golden and the apples are bubbling.

6.		Serve warm with vanilla ice cream or custard 
for a perfect autumnal dessert.

These warming recipes are ideal for making the most of winter’s cosy 
nights and seasonal produce. Whether it’s a hearty stew or a 

comforting bake, these dishes will fill your home with delicious 
aromas and keep the family satisfied!
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With limited daylight hours as we approach 
the shortest day of the year, this month’s crisp 
wintery weather can be strikingly beautiful 
and bitterly cold in equal measure.

Here’s a checklist of jobs that will keep you 
busy...

LOOKING AFTER YOUR LAWN

•	 Avoid walking on your lawn when it’s 
blanketed by heavy frost or snow, as this 
damages the grass.

•	 If it’s a mild winter, continue to cut the 
lawn as it grows, but raise the height of the 
mower blades.

•	 Spike lawns with a garden fork to improve 
drainage and aeration.

•	 Keep clearing leaves off the lawn to let 
the light in and prevent dead patches 
appearing.

OTHER JOBS ABOUT THE GARDEN

• �Wash down all of your garden tools and give 
them a wipe of linseed oil on the wooden and 
metal areas to help prevent rusting.

• �Choose a dry day to clear out the garden 
shed in preparation for the spring.

• �Plant bare root edible hedging now while the 
plant is dormant.

• �Check the security of your shed. This is 
particularly important in winter when you 
visit it less often.

• �Repair fences and apply a wood preservative 
to prevent them from rotting.

• �There’s still time to clean out water butts 
before they fill with fresh rain water over 
winter.

• �Get rid of slimy patches on the patio and 
paving by scrubbing with a broom or 
blasting with a pressure washer. For an easy 
alternative try a liquid patio cleaner.

• �Check tree ties and stakes to ensure that 
trees are still secure following strong autumn 
winds. Tighten or loosen ties as necessary.

• �Wash and disinfect bird feeders and bird 
tables. Clean out bird baths too.

• �Hang fat balls and keep bird feeders topped 
up with wild bird food to attract birds, who 
will in turn eat pests in your garden.

• �Build or buy a compost bin. Continue to 
collect fallen leaves and add to leaf bins or 
the compost heap to rot down.

• �After pruning fruit trees use the twigs for pea 
sticks or shred them for your compost bin.

• �Turn your compost heaps to mix the 
ingredients and help the contents to 
decompose.

• �Cover compost bins with a piece of old carpet 
or some plastic sheeting to prevent the 
compost becoming too cold and wet to rot 
down.

• �Make a pile of old logs in an undisturbed 
corner of the garden to provide shelter for 
toads and other wildlife.

• �Collect brightly-coloured stems and berries 
for your Christmas decorations.

• �Did you know the colourful wrappers of 
Quality Street sweets are compostable? 
They’re made from cellulose, derived from 
wood pulp, so rather than chuck them in the 
bin, add them to your compost heap!

IN THE FLOWER GARDEN

• �Start to winter-prune wisteria, cutting back 
whippy summer side-shoots to 2 or 3 buds. 
Favourites like Wisteria sinensis will look tidy 
and flower better after a good shaping. 

• �Prune climbing roses now, removing diseased 
or damaged growth and tying in any new 
shoots to their support. Prune older flowered 
side shoots back by two thirds of their length.

December is a quiet month in the garden, but there are more 
things to take care of than you might think. 

What to do in the garden in December

Keep your bird feeders topped up for feathered friends during 
December. Image: Nature’s Market Wild Bird Nut Feeder from 

Thompson & Morgan
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Gardening tips supplied by Thompson & 
Morgan. For a full list of what to do in the 

garden in December and beyond please visit 
their website:  

www.thompson-morgan.com/in-the-
garden-this-month

• �Plant deciduous, climbing honeysuckle 
now, but make sure to avoid any frozen or 
waterlogged ground.

• �Prune your Japanese maple trees (Acer 
palmatum) if needed, as they will bleed sap if 
pruning is done any later.

• �Leave the faded flower heads on your 
hydrangeas until spring, as they provide frost 
protection to the swelling buds further down 
the stems.

• �If any of your rose bushes suffered from 
blackspot or rust during the summer, gather 
up and remove any fallen leaves still on the 
ground to reduce the chance of spreading 
the infection next year.

• �Keep checking over stored dahlia tubers, 
keeping an eye out for rot.

• �Move containers of shrubs or bedding 
planters to sheltered spots; clustering them 
together helps protect the root systems from 
frost damage.

• �Check climbers and climbing shrubs are 
securely attached to their supports with ties.

• �Harvest holly with berries for making 
Christmas garlands and wreaths. Stand the 
berry covered twigs in a bucket of water until 
you’re ready to use them.

• �Take root cuttings of oriental poppies and 
grow them on in cold frames.

• �Take hardwood cuttings from suitable trees 
and shrubs.

• �Spread fresh gravel or grit around alpine & 
rockery plants.

IN THE VEGETABLE GARDEN

• �Lift your last leeks and parsnips before the 
soil becomes frozen, and heel them into a 
trench beside a convenient path. They’ll keep 
for several months like this and can be easily 
brought indoors when required.

• �Remove yellowing leaves from your winter 
brassicas — they’re no use to the plant and 
may harbour pests and diseases.

• �If you haven’t already, cut down dead 
asparagus foliage and the top growth of 
Jerusalem artichokes. Order your asparagus 
crowns now for planting in spring.

• �Dig over empty borders and pile well rotted 
manure on top - let the worms and frosts 
break up the clods of soil.

• �Dig a trench for next year’s beans, fill it with 
compostable kitchen waste (not cooked 
food) and re-cover with soil. This will rot 
down and dramatically improve the growing 
conditions.

Cover winter brassicas with netting to protect 
them from pigeons.

Resist the temptation to prune your hydrangeas before spring
Image: Hydrangea macrophylla ‘Endless Summer - The 

Original’ from Thompson & Morgan

Lift and heel in your last leeks during December
Image: Leek ‘Musselburgh’ from Thompson & Morgan
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